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the mi i the turn, tharks to the tein-fins

they'ra not 5o nica for 8 powared top tum on a
flat part of tha wave. Or, to ba more precies, in
auch situations they nesd more attention tothe
gstup of tha tum [a bit lke a wide tsl board
such ae the EVD, actusly).

Why Twin-Fins Work Like
They Do

When Keith Teboul describas how tedin-fine turn
b often saye they “push more radl imo the
water” [hence the need for cthar cutlines and
rails). Many people albo attribute the tedn-fin fesl
to the fine being smaller (hance quickar ral to
ral], and that the side fin gives you bstter bita in
a sharp turn. Allthis is probably trus, but | have
a sightly different take. Think of 2 board in a
battam turn {or any kind of hard but long turn).
Tha =ailor ie pushing the ral into the water to
rmaks the board turman ite rocker. The fin can be
gsen as playing the role of keaping tha tal wal
dug inta the water, Without a fin, itwould stil be
thaorefically possible to turn (think of a
practically “fin-lees’ kitebosrd or waksboard),
bt wery hard to find the right balance ontha rail.
With tha fin, the salor is using his keverage to
decide how much rail he wants in tha water
whila tha fin acts as a kind of pivot paint.

From that basie it's not hard to undarstand
w8 twdn-fin works like it doee. COnce tuming, in
practica anly the insids fin il do any warke. This
fin iz both much furthar farwsrd and much closer
to tha rail, msking the fins levarage much
amalar, so it will be assier for the saior to get
more ral imto the water. But it is the esilor that
doee the pushing. For somaone at my level, this
can anly be a good thing, but it's probably why
the pra esilore with really heavy bottom turns ke
Jasan, Lewi, Kewin, eto) feal that twin-fin boards
lack some drive. They dso bury tha fullrail ona
gingle fin board, o they'd probably have to hold
beck abit 80 =3 nat to overposer 2 comparable
twin-fin board! This weould also explain why you
can upeize & twin-fiin board a bit. You gt mons
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critical sections. | can focus on the wave rather than the board in the tum.

lewerage ower the outline and tha rail, sa you can
herdla some extra width or thickness.

Thia phenomenon is alea partly at work in the
top turn, but thers's another factor now. A top
turn ie mons beck foot orentad, using mans fin
&=rd |ees rail. It's part drive and part hook. Crive
iz tha board carving dong the arc of tha furn,
=nd hook is when you sort of tedst the board
sround the pivct point defined by the finis). A
sharp fop tum at slow spesd generally invakes
& kot of the hooking part; you est the fins in the
tap of the wawva and than realy tedst the board
sround. A high spsed carving top turn usualy
rwolves mostly drive [ae of coursa, dose &
bottom turn).

With & twin-fin setup you'l have the finfs) nght
urdar your back foot. s not hard to sisudies
hiores this makes tha haoking, rotational part of
the tum easier. A fin in tha back wil have ats
mare kevaraga to keep tha board to its get anc,
=rd the faster you go and the harder you drive,
the=bigger this leverage will becomea. With a tedn-
fin board, even during a wary drivey top turm, you
c=n stil aasily apply some hook to get you out of
trouble or to edd some flar to the turn. Add the
reduced eidse-to-side leweraga from the shorter
fine and tha easier recowery from a gide, andyou
might understand why most saiors that try tedn-
fine think they'rz in top turn hasven.

Conclusions
Theory over, what doss it maan in practics?
Should you rueh out and buy a twin-fin board
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right mow? As aready =aid, unforturstely it's not
&z simple =3 thinking of wawsboards =s single or
twin-fin, & there am so mary other design
factors &t play that hawe a major influence on
upwind, planing, spead and other straight-lina
performanca oriented aspecte. Curing my tima
an Maui, | had access o saveral good tedn-fin
boards, yet | sailed my trusty Starbosrd Eva 7O
an mars than half of tha esseions — particulary
whan the waves got really big, the wind got
relly light, tha water got resly choppy or when
condtions weara particularty gnary. | owasn't
because the twin-fne didn't work in thosa
candtions, but nothing basts having 8 board
wou'ra really in tune with. t's ako possible that
same sailors il prafer the way you can diva a
single fin board.

That said, tedin-fine realy do offer & twist on
things. The added lewarage you get on the rail
affectively lets you use a bigger board, which
ap=na up soma intarssting possibilities in good
wenvee and ight wind (but may not be =5 good
for contral in lots of wind). Owerall, the top fum
i dso =sasier, which i amost akvaye a good
thing. If | wars to dasign my dresm board it
would be kind of hard not to maks it a tein-fin
gt thie stage. Ary intermedists to axpart salor
with a fozus on weawa riding in ssarch of & new
board shoud certainly includa some tedn-fin
boards on their short Bst. But as s=id, just maka
sre it mests your other reguremants.

It's not all in the fins... =



