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Since Kauli Sead put the modem twin-fin wavebcard back on the map at the 2007 Cabo erde avent,

TWIN

2

more and more brands are now experimeanting with —and in many cases amibracing — the concept. In our
April edition we taked to ore of the brands (Mistral) about why they were doing i, so let's now hear from
Ola Helenius, who has put several of the latest twinsers through thelr paces. Fix by Gisela Helenius. ..

Twirrfin top turn control
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y firet hint that twin-fin boarde wars

reappaaning on the scene was during

a conwersation with Kauli Ssad =t
Guncho back in 2006, He has akways bean 'out
there’ waith his idess about board design, going
for realy short shapee with namoes tale and lots
ard |ote of rocker. At the time he was very happy
with what he had, but lst on to me that ha'd just
hed a twin-fin built that was waiting for him back
an Maui. He didn't radly have a dear ides about
what the twin design would do for Rim, but said
thet, at the very leest, he could probably lEam
something from tha esperiment. | bet that if | had
szkad any oftha atber ridars Fthey'd givan tedn-
fine a thought ltaly, they'd hava laughed g ma.

Arrewiay, Kauli returned to Maui, rode the
twin-fin board — and lked it. Then Custro shapsr
Kaith Teboul got hie herde on it, and he started
to lika it even more. And as e al now know, ha
took his twin-fine to the Cabo Merda World Cup
envent inearly 2007 ard ehowacassd them to tha
world in what weere surely the best wave
candtions ewar saled in a compstition. Whils
Jash Angulo wan the evant and Kauli ‘only’
came escord, it weas Kadi's sailing that drew
most other riders’ attention. He was staying
clser to the critical esction, turning despar in
tha pocket and squiding out more tums at
higher spesde then presicusly thought poesible.
Of course, Kauliis an incredible =ailor — but it
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wasn't just skil and technique that was gstting
him around on thoss waves. Taking to Scott
Mclarcher after the swert, ba said Kaul had
ap=ned hie eyes to what drive and fitting into the
bowd of tha wave wes sbout — and bewas going
right back home to work on some newy tevin-fin
boards of his owm. Scott wesn't the only ona, At
tha Guincho World Cup just a few montha later
severd other ridars were already on twin-fin
designe, and ona of them Jasan Polakow - the
wery man who had established the dominancs
of the single fin pintail back in tha nineties. Many
athar riders were aleo working on teein-fins.
Cthers esemed kind of heeitant, but said they'd
probably “have o iy them af some stags”. By
the ard of the 2007 World Towr, over half the
sailare had twin-fin boards in thair quivers, and
ower the wintar even more hawve been aaiing
them and working an the design. Many of the
board brands — mayba al of tham - wil have
twin-fin waveboards in their 2008 ranges.”

So What's The Deal?

Let's start cut by hearing what some of the pros
£ay. Tha ra-inventor himael, Kauli, ssys ha was
primariy after a2 board onwhich he could contral
his top tans bettar He wanted somesthing
whare he could hit the grnariest of critical
£=ctione at full epesd and not hewve ta think far a
maomant about whether the board waould handle
it ar not. | discussed this with Scott McKarcher

at 8 etags whan he was testing both tri-fin and
twin-fin estups, and ha asid that whis frifins
produced some good turne they wers also
rathar unforgiving at speed, whereae tha tein-fin
boerds wars lke using training wheals: “¥ow
cotmdn't miss 2 turn”. Kevin Pritchard has esid
ha does not think twin-fin boarde have a5 moch
drive off the bottom ae eingle fin boards, but
when asked why he siill us=s the tedn, he says
they are just =0 much fun off tha top.

Some Amateur Views

So much for the pros — what about the regular
esilora? The maonity of my fiends who spant
time an Mauithis spring have been totaly Blown
away by the twin-fina they'wa uead. This
inchidee peopla that wars very sceptical about
tha hypa surmounding them befora trying. My
friends all rode diffarant sorts of Quatro boards,
from ther 0B production tein-fin fehich is
eezantidly their single fin design with twin-fins
addad) through to ‘regular’ Quatra customs and
boerds made for some of Quatro’s pro team
ridere. To bea far, most of these sailore have had
[singla fin) boards that blew them aday too, =0
tha mast intarssting thing was to hear why they
like their newe tain-fins. Firstly, none of tha half-
dozan twin-fin dewvotese thought the new style
of boarde tock sy real getting used to - at least
not any more than when moving batwesn any

two waveboards. Just step on and go. Tha

TFain-fires ars great for recovering from o tail slides, @8 Lewi Siver demorstrates

two fins. But that said, the
has baen incredibly turny and =surfy

board, | can just kesp
pletely unplanned. [t makes it much
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Singls fin top turn (left). A good setup far o powerful top turn, bt | setit up micre aggressively than | oould handls. The board lacked into the
caree, the nose dove, | couldn’t power through and got worked. The twin-fin sequence on the right shows a rather shallow entry, where a lot of
drive is added in the sscond image, but where | still hook the board cut of the turn in image thres and then happily sail aong.
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g=cond thing concame the top tum. Some
describa it as the board being looser in the top
turn and requiring lees foroa to tum sharphe
Cthars focus on hoed ther tein-fin board simply
ancourages them to attack the lip harder, and
an biggar waves, too.

What Do The Shapers Say?
Most shapers seem to =gree that twdn-fin
boards need some epecial sttantion when
sheping them. You can't just slep o fis D
your existing shaps and aexpact it to work. But
diffarert shepars do differant thinge, Kaith's
shepas have generally become a bit shortar,
raile hewe grown fuller, and he uess lese
curvature on the resr part of the oudline. Acckere
ars esgentialy the same =5 Quatro usa in ther
single fine. Mistrals Mk Bakar indicates that
twwin-fins nead to be shorter and wider and with
lese tail rocker, while the Starboard dasign taam
heve kept similar dimensions =3 their axdsting
Ewo boarde [alresdy rather ghort and compact],
but have tweakad the outline with eoma mare
curvein the resr section. So it would appaar that
you maet dafinitely do need to change a shaps
whan you go from single to twin-fin sstup, but
thars ara many variables and, ae usual, what
wou doadll depend on what vou started out with
and whers you are aiming.

In the Apdl issue of BOARCS, Mik Baker
wrata that when moving to = twin-fin boand
you'll generaly mave up a eia. Keith Tebaoul
ako iecommende thie —he is using boards at or
abowe TOL o, when be usad to beon B3-B5L
boards. Maora an that atar.

My Own Experience

| hewe used eome af the more off-the-shelf
Qustro tedn-fins, as well a8 soma more spacial
designs. | hawe akbo ussd =ome prototyps
Starboard twin-fing, which ware part of their
caontinuous AED programme (e not protos for
tha upcoming Starboard production tein-fin
board]. The overshielming fed after using al of
thamis that the rest of the shape ie =til way maors
mpartant to the fesl and performancs of 8 board
ther whether it has ona or twa fine. Datails liks
rochker, raie, ocutlie and deck shape wal very
clarly shima through. The Sterboard protos |
ue=d, for exampla, weara dl rather thin with flat
decks and typicd Starboard rails, which made
tha bioard fe=l very much like using an Bwa. b
comparison, the Quatnos were more domed and
came with their own special character. Cnce in
tha straps and an a wave, these issues are not
ag easily distinguishable, but nevarthelese

The comparative pictures usad here are

puraly to ilustrats . | am not claiming

that the only thing making the differance

bs=stwaan tha mowes in tha saquances is the

number of fing in the board. Mo ta

ara the sama, and thers will obwvio

many other far at play, but they wara

fairly typical pictures from the sailing
ons and do show the points prathy wall.
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Mats: | wes very sceptical about the concapt at first, and was sat on getting my=elf a single

fin. But the pla at Quatn:
what | like about the be
unstable whan schl

nat particularty fond

But | want my =ailing
works mo

they're detaie that contribute to tha fed of a
board. On a more performance-oriented note,
the character of the rocker i stillwhat inluences
the boards the mast - twin-fin ar not. Cne board
| rade was (for 8 waveboard) a low rockar design,
ard guesswhat? it turmed out to be eupar sarly
planing, excalent upwind, and could ba baded
up owar the fins in choppy conditiors and when
overpovered, sto (just the s=ame ae comparsble
lowe-rocker singe fin boards). On tha wave it had
a fantzstic flow and accelaration in the bottom
turn, but = stifier entry to the top turn. On the
othar hand, ona of the Quatro boands had huge
amounts of rocksr throughout the board and,
nat surprisingly, # reguired some work and
concantration togo upkdnd and to get planing in

TFarin-fires make it very easy to get a lot of rail in the water when bottom turning...

d ma to try a twin-fin first. Contrary to what 2ome people 2ay
it was wery intuitive from the start — excapt that | turmed t

muchin tha nning! But that's

d fesle a littls

k= a surfboard than my older boards do.

light wind. But on = wawa that curey board was
of course supser looss.

Hawving said that, al tha tedn-fin boards | roda
definitely had things in common. The first is how
they handea atop tum. As al my frisnds and tha
gforementioned pras say, thers is somathing
gpacid about it. | would ey that twin-fina give
you & soid top cares but still stay very locss,
and by looea | mean that you can =asily changs
the radius of the turn in mid-canse, whersas
eingle fin boards tend to lock into the um more.
With twina, it's lika you'ra 'on top of the tum’
and can use both lege to contral whera you'ra
going to and up. Tha board just fesls vary frea
and =gy, which means you don't need to
devata so much time and anangy to setting up

the turn just right - you'l probably pull it off
anyway. And the stesper the saction, the mone
thie faal is noticeable. | think this is axacth why
many esilors s=y twin-fins maka them attack the
top turn hardar.

Intarestingly though, whan coming onto a
more opsn esction of a wawe, pariculary i
wou're going fast and maybe a bit overpoeered,
twin-fine can b= prone to epinning cut. Al the
boarde | used needad eome extra attention o
realy stick thass turne. Okay, sinca tein-fing are
alsa easier to bring back from a sida this isn't
usualy a big deal, but eometimee you'll and up
sipping off tha wewe and crash.

Some pro esilors hawe commented that twin-
firm have leas drive n the bottom turm. This was
not at dl true far me, nor did sy of my friends
comment on it — on the conrany, they aaid wou
could make good baottom turne with much less
efiort. Parsordly, | had a much easier tima 1o
bury the railin the bottom turn and get excallant
driva. | wil try to axplain thie discreparcy in the
next sactian.

Jumping

In decert crose-share condtions you herdly
notice that you don't hava a ful sized fin undar
wour tail when jumping. In mora onshare
condiions you do nofice a bit less dhive, but
again, it's the athar aspecte of tha design that
make the main differenca in the jumping
performancea, rathar than just the number of fins.
Some of the top proe stil prefer o ues single
firs for some locations — ewen Kaul ussd &
angle at the high wind, jumping orientad Gran
Canaria event last year (gthough e wss an a
twin at tha rather onshars-ish Guincho avent).
For asrids off the wawe, thare ien't really sy
noticeable differance —except that they 1= assiar
to recover on a8 twin-fin i you land a bit
addoavardly.

Imperfect Conditions

I'veronly uesd the boards on Maui so far, but we
did have a few daye with cross-on, small
choppy waves, and for ma the twing stil worked
realy well in thoss conditions. Cther than that, +

..mhereas on the single fn board you can see how the big, central, rear-mounted fin drives the tail

into the water, giving the rider a lot of kverage to push against
e e =

— e
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the mi i the turn, tharks to the tein-fins

they'ra not 5o nica for 8 powared top tum on a
flat part of tha wave. Or, to ba more precies, in
auch situations they nesd more attention tothe
gstup of tha tum [a bit lke a wide tsl board
such ae the EVD, actusly).

Why Twin-Fins Work Like
They Do

When Keith Teboul describas how tedin-fine turn
b often saye they “push more radl imo the
water” [hence the need for cthar cutlines and
rails). Many people albo attribute the tedn-fin fesl
to the fine being smaller (hance quickar ral to
ral], and that the side fin gives you bstter bita in
a sharp turn. Allthis is probably trus, but | have
a sightly different take. Think of 2 board in a
battam turn {or any kind of hard but long turn).
Tha =ailor ie pushing the ral into the water to
rmaks the board turman ite rocker. The fin can be
gsen as playing the role of keaping tha tal wal
dug inta the water, Without a fin, itwould stil be
thaorefically possible to turn (think of a
practically “fin-lees’ kitebosrd or waksboard),
bt wery hard to find the right balance ontha rail.
With tha fin, the salor is using his keverage to
decide how much rail he wants in tha water
whila tha fin acts as a kind of pivot paint.

From that basie it's not hard to undarstand
w8 twdn-fin works like it doee. COnce tuming, in
practica anly the insids fin il do any warke. This
fin iz both much furthar farwsrd and much closer
to tha rail, msking the fins levarage much
amalar, so it will be assier for the saior to get
more ral imto the water. But it is the esilor that
doee the pushing. For somaone at my level, this
can anly be a good thing, but it's probably why
the pra esilore with really heavy bottom turns ke
Jasan, Lewi, Kewin, eto) feal that twin-fin boards
lack some drive. They dso bury tha fullrail ona
gingle fin board, o they'd probably have to hold
beck abit 80 =3 nat to overposer 2 comparable
twin-fin board! This weould also explain why you
can upeize & twin-fiin board a bit. You gt mons

a flatter part o
in a more radical fas

d. This g

critical sections. | can focus on the wave rather than the board in the tum.

lewerage ower the outline and tha rail, sa you can
herdla some extra width or thickness.

Thia phenomenon is alea partly at work in the
top turn, but thers's another factor now. A top
turn ie mons beck foot orentad, using mans fin
&=rd |ees rail. It's part drive and part hook. Crive
iz tha board carving dong the arc of tha furn,
=nd hook is when you sort of tedst the board
sround the pivct point defined by the finis). A
sharp fop tum at slow spesd generally invakes
& kot of the hooking part; you est the fins in the
tap of the wawva and than realy tedst the board
sround. A high spsed carving top turn usualy
rwolves mostly drive [ae of coursa, dose &
bottom turn).

With & twin-fin setup you'l have the finfs) nght
urdar your back foot. s not hard to sisudies
hiores this makes tha haoking, rotational part of
the tum easier. A fin in tha back wil have ats
mare kevaraga to keep tha board to its get anc,
=rd the faster you go and the harder you drive,
the=bigger this leverage will becomea. With a tedn-
fin board, even during a wary drivey top turm, you
c=n stil aasily apply some hook to get you out of
trouble or to edd some flar to the turn. Add the
reduced eidse-to-side leweraga from the shorter
fine and tha easier recowery from a gide, andyou
might understand why most saiors that try tedn-
fine think they'rz in top turn hasven.

Conclusions
Theory over, what doss it maan in practics?
Should you rueh out and buy a twin-fin board

g rad

right mow? As aready =aid, unforturstely it's not
&z simple =3 thinking of wawsboards =s single or
twin-fin, & there am so mary other design
factors &t play that hawe a major influence on
upwind, planing, spead and other straight-lina
performanca oriented aspecte. Curing my tima
an Maui, | had access o saveral good tedn-fin
boards, yet | sailed my trusty Starbosrd Eva 7O
an mars than half of tha esseions — particulary
whan the waves got really big, the wind got
relly light, tha water got resly choppy or when
condtions weara particularty gnary. | owasn't
because the twin-fne didn't work in thosa
candtions, but nothing basts having 8 board
wou'ra really in tune with. t's ako possible that
same sailors il prafer the way you can diva a
single fin board.

That said, tedin-fine realy do offer & twist on
things. The added lewarage you get on the rail
affectively lets you use a bigger board, which
ap=na up soma intarssting possibilities in good
wenvee and ight wind (but may not be =5 good
for contral in lots of wind). Owerall, the top fum
i dso =sasier, which i amost akvaye a good
thing. If | wars to dasign my dresm board it
would be kind of hard not to maks it a tein-fin
gt thie stage. Ary intermedists to axpart salor
with a fozus on weawa riding in ssarch of & new
board shoud certainly includa some tedn-fin
boards on their short Bst. But as s=id, just maka
sre it mests your other reguremants.

It's not all in the fins... =



